The Compassionbased Ministry of Jesus: Gospel Matthew
σπλαγχνίζομαι
splagchnizomai
“to have the bowels yearn, that is, (figuratively) feel sympathy, to pity:  have (be moved with)
compassion.”
In the following passages, compassion is explicitly stated as a motive for the actions of Jesus...
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he
saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest."
(Mat 9:3538 ESV)
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their
sick.
(Mat 14:14 ESV)
Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion on the crowd because they
have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them
away hungry, lest they faint on the way."
(Mat 15:32 ESV)
And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed
him.
(Mat 20:34 ESV)
In the following passages, compassion is implied...
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of
the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame
spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed
them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and
Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
(Mat 4:2325 ESV)
When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and
preach in their cities. Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word
by his disciples and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?"

And Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me."
(Mat 11:16 ESV)
And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. And when the men of that
place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick
and implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it
were made well.
(Mat 14:3436 ESV)
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?" And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, "Truly, I say to you,
unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. "Whoever receives one
such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.
(Mat 18:16 ESV)
Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region
of Judea beyond the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
(Mat 19:12 ESV)
Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples
rebuked the people, but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven."
(Mat 19:1314 ESV)
He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer,' but you make it a den
of robbers." And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. But
when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children
crying out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" they were indignant, and they said to
him, "Do you hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read,
"'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise'?"
(Mat 21:1316 ESV)
Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.'
Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and

clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' And the King will answer
them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.'
(Mat 25:3440 ESV)

